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ACTIVITY OVERVIEW

In this activity, you'll dive into the Beaty Biodiversity Museum’s Collection 

Database to discover exotic species. 

The activity has two parts:

• Find exotic species using the database

First, you'll learn how to use the database to search for exotic 

species kept in the Beaty Biodiversity Museum. 

• Research and analysis

Once you've chosen a species, you’ll 

investigate the species further and do a 

deep analysis about different impacts the 

species brought to the new regions. 
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BEFORE GETTING STARTED…

• What comes to mind when you hear the term "invasive species"?

• What is your definition of invasive species? 

Exotic species?

• What is your standard of what impact is

considered as "invasive" and what’s not? 

Provide examples.

❓
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BEFORE GETTING STARTED…

• What is a database?

• What are some purposes of a database? Why might the Beaty 

Biodiversity Museum have created one?

• Who is it for?

• What kind of information is included in a database? Do you have 

any idea what information might be in the Beaty Biodiversity 

Museum Collection Database?

• How is it used?
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HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

Go to Beaty Biodiversity Museum Collection database: https://collections.beatymuseum.ubc.ca/

https://collections.beatymuseum.ubc.ca/
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HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

Open the "All Specimen" tab; Make sure the page shows a "Table". 
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HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

Click the three dot icon beside "Scientific name".

Check "Catalogue number", "Country", "Year", and "Establishment means". You may add 
any another columns that interests you. For example, "Recorded by", "Common name"
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HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

Click the filter icon beside "Establishment means" column.

Check "Introduced (Alien, Exotic, Non-native, nonIndigenous)" and press apply. 
There were 42 results when we ran this search in May 2025. 
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HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

Click the "Dashboard" tab and show different data sets in any way you like. 



10

ONE EXAMPLE OF HOW TO USE THE DASHBOARD

• Click red bar that says "New"

• Select "Table" (You may be able to customize the table with the 
instruction above)

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "Recorded by" (You may 
change the representation of graph into pie chart or bar graph)

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "Year"

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "State province" (You 
may change the representation of graph into pie chart or bar graph)

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "Taxa" (You may change 
into different taxonomy by clicking the three dot icon. A default is family.)

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "Statistics".
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ONE EXAMPLE OF HOW TO USE THE DASHBOARD

You may also adjust the organization of the data

• Click the second red icon next to the first data that says "Add new 
group" to show different data horizontally.

• Change the order of data by dragging the data you want to move 
while pressing the six dot icon. 

• Filter the data by clicking different tabs on top. 
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QUESTIONS USING THE DATABASE DASHBOARD

What is the common name of the exotic specimen that was 

recorded by Laura Stewart?
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QUESTIONS USING THE DATABASE DASHBOARD

What is the common name of the exotic specimen that was 

recorded by Laura Stewart?

• Select "Laura Stewart" from "Recorded by" data 
It is on the second page. Filter the data from the top "Recorded by" tab. 
There should be only 1 result (at the time of May 2025)

• Common name is on the table data. 
If the "Common name column doesn’t exist, add the column from the 
three dot icon besides "Scientific name"
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QUESTIONS USING THE DATABASE DASHBOARD

What is the genus of the exotic specimen that was recorded in 

1957? 
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QUESTIONS USING THE DATABASE DASHBOARD

What is the genus of the exotic specimen that was recorded in 

1957? 

• Filter the data from the top "more" tab. 

• Select "year" and type in 1957. 
There should be only one result at the time of May 2025. 

• Go to taxonomy data and change the taxonomy from Family to Genus
by clicking the three dot icon. 
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QUESTIONS USING THE DATABASE DASHBOARD

What is the scientific name of the exotic species that is 

endangered according to IUCN (International Union for 

Conservation of Nature)? How many specimens are there?
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QUESTIONS USING THE DATABASE DASHBOARD

What is the scientific name of the exotic species that is 

endangered according to IUCN (International Union for 

Conservation of Nature)? How many specimens are there?

• Filter the data from the top “more” tab.

• Select "IUCN Global Red List Category" and select "Endangered". 

• See the table data, and you will notice that they all have the same 
scientific name, meaning they are all the same species. 

• See the statistics data, and find how many records are there. 
The data might vary depending on when you access to the database.
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Figure 1: Oryctolagus cuniculus (European Rabbit) https://beaty.b-cdn.net/M019591.jpg

https://beaty.b-cdn.net/M019591.jpg
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REFLECTION

• Are your results showing different information from the screenshots 

here? 

• What limitations did you find when using the Beaty Biodiversity Museum 

Collection Database?  

• Do you think there are any biases in the data?

• Do you think the data is useful for the people 

other than biodiversity researchers?

• What could be improved to expand the types of 

people using this database?
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Choose a specimen from the data and answer following questions:

• Where did the specimen come from? Why did you choose the specimen?

• In what kind of environment did that species use to live? (Climate, geographical 

feature, temperature, moisture, ecosystem, prey and predators, etc.)

• When was the first time the presence of that species were sighted in your focus area?

• Why or how did it come to North America/Lower Mainland, if applicable.

• What environmental, cultural, social, economical, or political impact did the species 

bring to your focus area?

• Is it considered as invasive species? If yes, what led the species to increase its 

population and harm the local environment?

• What measures are taken by the government to limit the damage? Is it successful? 

What could we done to help? 

• Is there any other exotic species that originate in the same region or country?
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RESEARCH TASK

Present the results of your research with the following ways:

• Oral Presentation

• Essay

• Poster

• Website

• Feel free to create any other artwork 

like story or drawing, but needs the 

teacher’s approval beforehand. 




