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ACTIVITY OVERVIEW

• In this activity, you are going to explore the specimen in the Beaty Biodiversity Museum from 
the perspective of donors. In the museum labels, there are usually a common name, a 
scientific name, where the specimen was collected and at what year. However, when you 
investigate the Beaty Biodiversity Museum Collection Database, there is also a data of who 
donated the specimen. (And many other fascinating that you cannot find inside the museum) 

• The activity has two parts:

• Find exotic species using the database
First, you'll learn how to use the database to search for the donors of the specimen. 

• Research and analysis
Once you've chosen a figure, you'll investigate the person further and do a deep historical 
analysis about the specimen. 
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HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED…

• Where do the exhibits in the museums come from?

• Purchasing from the collectors

• Purchasing from auctions or forays

• Borrowing from other institutions for temporary display

• Excavation of the sites

• In Beaty Biodiversity Museum, the majority of the exhibits were donated by the 

researchers for educational and research purposes. 

Figure 1: Donald E. McAllister

https://beatymuseum.sites.olt.ubc.ca/file

s/2021/02/MCALLISTER_Don-1991-

360x238.jpg

Figure 2: Kathleen 

Cole 

https://beatymuseum.

ubc.ca/kathleen-cole/

Figure 3: Alan Best 

https://beatymuseum.sites.

olt.ubc.ca/files/2021/01/Ala

n-Best-231x300.png

https://beatymuseum.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2021/02/MCALLISTER_Don-1991-360x238.jpg
https://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/kathleen-cole/
https://beatymuseum.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2021/01/Alan-Best-231x300.png
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BEFORE GETTING STARTED…

• What is a database?

• What are some purposes of it? 

• Why might the Beaty Biodiversity Museum created one?

• What kind of information is included in a database? Do you 
have any idea what information might be there in the Beaty
Biodiversity Museum Collection Database?

• Who is it for?

• How is it used?
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HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

Go to Beaty Biodiversity Museum Collection database: https://collections.beatymuseum.ubc.ca/

https://collections.beatymuseum.ubc.ca/
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PROCEDURE OF HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

Choose a donor. There are three ways to do this. 

• 1) Pick a favorite organism through "All Specimen" tab. 
Make sure the page shows a "Table".

• Type in the name of it in "Text Search" box.

• Click the three dot icon beside "Scientific name".

• Check whether "Recorded by" is already included in the 
table. If not check "Recorded by".

• See the "Recorded by" column and look for a donor that 
attracts your attention.
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TIPS TO FIND DONORS EASIER

*You may also click the filter icon beside "Recorded by" to view all the donors without flipping over to 
next page.
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TIPS TO FIND DONORS EASIER

*You may also go to "Dashboard" tab to view the data visually.

• Click red bar that says "New"

• Select "Table" (You may able to customize the table with the instruction above)

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "Recorded by" (You may change the representation of graph into pie 
chart or bar graph)

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "Year"

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "State province" (You may change the representation of graph into pie 
chart or bar graph)

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "Taxa" (You may change into different taxonomy by clicking the three 
dot icon. A default is family.)

• Click red bar that says "New" again and select "Statistics".
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HOW TO USE THE DASHBOARD

• You may also adjust the organization of the data

• Click the second red icon next to the first data that says "Add new group" to show different 
data horizontally.

• Change the order of data by dragging the data you want to move while pressing the six dot 
icon. 

• Filter the data by clicking different tabs on top. 
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PROCEDURE OF HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

• 2) Pick a favorite genre or type of organism through "Datasets" 
tab.

• Follow the same step as the previous way. (Slide 6-10)
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PROCEDURE OF HOW TO USE THE DATABASE

• 3) Go to "Collections" tab and pick "Cowan Tetrapod 
Collection" or "UBC Herbarium".
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THIRD WAY CONTINUE…

• There are websites for those two collections that include some biographies of collectors.

• Cowan Tetrapod Collection: https://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/research-2/collections/cowan-
tetrapod-collection/contributors/

• UBC Herbarium: https://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/research-2/collections/herbarium/history-of-
the-herbarium/

• Look for the name of the collector stated on the website by typing the name in “Text Search” 
box. Make sure the page shows a “Table”. (Some of the collector’s name does not exist in the 
database yet)

• Find what specimen did the collector donate to the museum. 

• You may go to “Dashboard” to view the data visually. Follow the same step for how to use the 
dashboard. (Slide 9-10)

https://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/research-2/collections/cowan-tetrapod-collection/contributors/
https://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/research-2/collections/herbarium/history-of-the-herbarium/
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

• Who is the donor for the specimen? 

• What do you know about the donor? (Include: Historical background, biography, when and 
why did the person donate the specimen, contributions they made to UBC or the museum)

• Has the environment this species lived in changed between when it was collected and now? 
How is it different and/or similar?

• Were there any ethical consideration taken when the specimen was collected at that time? 
Did this ethical standard change over time, and how?

• What other specimens did the donor record in the database? Do you think there may be 
more in the collection that have not been put into the database yet? 

• To what extent did the collection of the specimens related to colonialism?

• How did this particular specimen contribute to the development of science and how did the 
contribution affect us? (Ex. Did the classification of species change? Did the way the 
specimen get preserved change? Did this specimen support a PhD, key research project, 
etc.?)
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TASK

Present the results of your research with the following ways:

• Oral Presentation

• Essay

• Poster

• Website

• Feel free to create any other artwork 

like story or drawing, but needs the 

teacher’s approval beforehand. 




